ReTO-BE-FIRGOTTEN DAYS IN CAMDEE, 189h-1955

Every town has had days thet were humedrum and monotonous; days

that have been the same 8 ithe one beforej; days when life flowed zlong in
the same rub. Comden has had many of these, bui, too, she hes had deys that
are memorable and not easily forgotten, Some of these were filled with
tragedy and disaster while others brought exeitement and plessurcs
One %het was filled with both exeitement and perhaps disappoinitment
was on September 10, 159l when the Camden boys played the Cincinnati Reds.
Tt was & gola day. That was the first time in the history of baseball that
_a Hational League team had mede its appearance in Preble County, but Camden's
team had had a very successful season {were county champions) and they felt
equal to t&kmg on keener competition, Three yesrs previously the Camden
Club had taken the name "Lathanm® after the grest third baseman, Arlie Latham,
of the Reds, During the baseball season of 189l they had defended their
neme without =& 7<iefeat until they ran up srainst the ¢lub of which Arlie was
& member, In homor of the approaching svend wilh ihe Heds ihe iown wes
beantifully decorated. Bunting floated from every business house and

thoroughfare in the village. Fifteen hundred people streamed in to see the

geme, The boys fmm?ari«:epehs wore too swift for the lLathams, but the home
tesn did their best to please the large sudience which hed assembled at the

fine new ball park just sonth of towns 4t the end of the game with a score
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of ome to sixteen in favor of the Heds the Cemden boys realiged they had
played a team that was too fast for them, and they had better stay in their
own clzsse The gentleman for whom the team wes named expressed his pride
over the record the Camden boys hed made and fell they were cepable of playing
gny smateur he knew. >

The feﬂm year on Kay 19‘ amther &’mﬁt e{:cm:*reﬁ which bmugh’h

largs erouds to the edge of towns The freight train, lo. €2, was south bound
sbout one o'clock, A4 drewbar pulled out which ceused eight cers loaded with
1ive stock %o become derailed and completely demolisheds The bodies of sixty-
two nead of hogs, sheep, and calves wers strewn along the tracks Afjer several
hours the wreck was cleared so the train could pass, The only consclation in

| viewing wuch a gruesome sight was that no human being's 1ife was lost,?

An event of state-wide attraction wes Ohio's Centennial in 1903. All
over the stote preparations wers made for great celebrations, At Chillicothe,
Ohiols first cepital, and in many other towns and citles pelebrations lasted
for seversl days 2t a %iza&,‘j On February 27, Cemden, through her schocls,
celebrated Onie Day, the one-hundredih anniversary of ihe giate's entry into

the Union, On the afternoon of the sppointed dgy, the parents and friernds

of the pupils gathered at the schocl Yo witness the sxercises which had besn

grranged by the teachers and pupils for that occesion, Rooms were hondsomely
Gecorsbeds Tue histery of the siaie from the iime of the Indlans 3o 3503
was relsted in well delivered essays, readings, declamations, and exercises

of various kinds, The drills in calisthenics by the different grades wers

1 Camden G&E%tﬁ%; o &tw I} Septembor 13# 18%L,
2 Ibiﬁs’ May 23, 169
3 Treble County Eeﬁg;, ops cits, April 16, 1903,
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very interesting feabures. ol ihe prograts Cemden's celebralion was one of
many that wend on gll over the siate.

Omly five years after Ohlo Dey Preble County hed a birthday, Camden
and Somers Township assumed their share of responsibility in planning and
earrying out a very splendid progran for three busy days, OComittess worked

for weeks, night and dey, in preparation for the celebration whileh was held

Preble County's Centennial and Home Coming, Eazton had on her gayest dress.
The business housts were smbellished by expert decorstors on an elaborzte

scale. letionsl colors were mosb prominent mmong the desorations. Thers

were segsions in the morning, afternocn, amd evening filled with speeches,

: paradesy music, snd contesis, The parade of July 3 wes an stiractive feature

of the Centennial, Generous eash prizes were given to the best floats, o
the most artistically decorated earrisge or buggy, to the finest decorated
auto, to the most attractive bloycle, to the mest somical and clownish
kéharaemr,‘ to t;*zel most antiquemske-up, &nd to the township with the largest
delegstion in propordion to its pepulotion, 411 school chnildren wers ensours
aged to march in the parads and each one who 4ld wes given & souvenir, In
spite of the attrection to the big parade, the Fourt: was the largest day,

To get there some walked, some drove, and others rode on the train, Tie
neighboring towns closed iheir stores and went on special itrains, The
Pannsylvania Hailroad slone carried %hremwed ninety-eight people from

Camden to baton during the three centennizl dgys, People who arrived on the

_4wain on the Fourdh were escoried by den brass bands to the mein sguars of

b 1ni4,, Harch 5, 1903,




mﬁ??ﬂ

feton where the musiclans played Dome Swest Homes 4bout noon everyone hiked

$o the Fairgrounds where specisl evenls were planned by the varicus committecss
One feature was twenty big avtos pulfing, tooting,; and thwowing off odors of

gasoline while the ears shoi sround Phe track smashing records and fence posis

with 10,000 pecple wildly cheering. Hetorcycle races, fool races, gnd gack

races were e;mer a%trs,ctﬁﬁsy &% one~thirty Camden and lr.gam&'s gave a real

exhibition with a geme of baseballs They planned to play & seven inning gme,
but since the score was tied one to oms ey had to play & nerve racking game
until the ninth inndng when Camden Wohe Yhen Camden played Luzton, Eyerything

went Lovely until the fourtn imming when the unexpected happencds 4n fzion

boy kit = grounder im front of the cabener who prompily threw him oul gt firsts
This being the third cut Canden started in from the field and the Eaton players

starbed out. Wasn someone discovered e wesk voiced umpire hed celled hum

pafe, the crowd was dumb~foundsd and the Camden boys walked off the field with

& seore of five to four in favaer of Czmden,

The three day celebration ended with & isvish thousand dollar pyro~
tecunical display. Mmong the pleces were &n crisnbal tree, Harihe Washington's
fan, weening willow tree, and 1ife sized man doing performances of an acrobate
Hany p@;ﬁlg thought the most interesting feature of the ihree day cenbemnial
was the historicsl exnibit at the Uity hall, The growth and progress of the
state could readily ve irsced by the naterisl evidence, Ths lzdies were
especially interested in hendsome brocaded dresses over one hundred years cld

and the wonderfully preserved bonuetse Huch intorest was shown in the firsl

gismo &nd melodian ever brought to Preble County, This shared iﬁt@?&&% with
the eradles in wiich the pioneer bebies of the county were rogked, The flag

of Ohio's esrly days gave evidence thab material of g1l kinds and quality

5 Ingomer was a emall villags east of Zatlon.
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wore used =rd it lacked the nice constroction wileh merks flags today.
Preble Couniyls Centennial and Home Coming was e preat success and long
telked &bcu"ayé

The Seven Hile Creek ordinarily was e mild, gently flowing greek
which was locked upon 85 a proesb asset to the village end the vicinily arocund,

Bot in a few im%sxzeeg ﬁ; ne,‘s b&c;‘me unruly and vent its rage upon the eitigens

of f’amr"m, In fugust, 1095 the incessent downpour staried en Thursday might
ard continued until Friday noon whlch caused Beven file to overflew 1ts banks
in 2 most frizhiful manner. The oldest oitizens remgrked thst they had pever
sesn the stregm to be 8o high since 1805 when the creeir went on g rauwpsge and

waghed out the Fast Centrel Agerme bridge. In the 1896 high wager meny eellsrs

| were flooded on Second Street and even on South Liberty end South Lafayette

‘b

Streets, Tie wator had risen in the eresk to within sixtesn inches of the

1885 3933:*1{4?

. Azein in February, 1900 Camden experienced apother flood end the

citizens declared this wes the worst one since 1885, On Februery 1h, Seven
1221e Oreck left its banks end cmused its backwablers %o fleod a1l but the heart
. towne L)1 the strects south of West Central avenue were under Irom twelve
o 1 ﬁaen :mche» of water, Even the Hars: house on West Central Avenue was
fm’*é with %Lre inches of wabters. The Zmuily was saughbt unprepsred amd the
arpets seré all rodmsd, raint Creek was & trsacserous OTTEnUy tOUs  As Aa
Cage was looking afier his slotk sl the ughter house just south of fown

»

when he became bemmed in by & wall of watber before he knew its Bob Marshall,

6 Preble County News, ope Cites May 7, 19083 June 11, 1508; June 25,
19083 July Z, 19083 July g 1?‘;}
Ganden Gazette, Ope Cite, August 13, 1896,
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risking Lis own 1ife, restucd T WABC 40 B BaRLL boats Tribbetl's Dranch

faresiensc to bresk through itc leves and &1l the Mhorth Edders" bro: thed
easier wen e water staried to receds, The pgreatest danage was that dons
4o tho streets wauich appunted bo several bundred d{?ﬁ.iarsﬁ

Tae Flood wiich hes since been spoken of as "the flood” came in 1913,

Cries for help and the ringing of the fire bell mroused the entire populace

i) s

between tvo and wires o'clock Taesdey morming, darch 15. The people were
warned thel the nigh wsater huad reached & dangerous siege. Besiderts and paople
with business inberest in the esasbern seciion of town kepl & close watch on
Seven ‘Ale during the heavy downpour Honday afiernoon, wut ir the sarly even
ing the ereek had fallen to some exient. Those who had particular Interesis
that were threatensd wers greadtly relieved and rotired for the nipht, Shortly
after two olclock the baris of Deasler's IJranch O gave Ty end changed its

+

courge entirely wntil it flowed throug: the eastern section of town and

Bubtisd into Seven Ile at the foob of Secoond Street. This not only czused

& fiooded concliiion bub & current thet made it extremely dangerous +o navigate
and impossible to reach many houses. Tne rise of the river early Tuesdsy
wornirg ¥os phenomenal and it conmtinued to rlse until sizethirgy vhen 1%
slovly receded.

Aiter the general ®larm was given 1t was only by the neroic &id of
pescuers thab humen 1iic was saved in mary instances, Sone places TErS

srreinied witn four to teelve fect of water, It came to within s fow fest

of Lie torner of Haln and Condrsl fverme, Sylvester "Swildd Patterson was

€ Teibbetls Dropeh ia the small stream vhich runs through the north
end of Caunden just south of Ay Danser's and Frank %hite's,
9 Proble County Néws, ops Sibes February 20, 1508, '
10 TBoasley's Pranch is the small streanm just south of the cemebery.
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""9-:153&2‘3'3 f‘:‘n’a tis home east of the Femmcylveria Depot alfter he wad shond in water

,,,azw 3.@&‘“‘ deep for some time me and was nearly exhausteds Ifre &nd Mrs, James Ford

T ware tigken wm phelyr home whlch ¥as 2 one story res sidenne on North Second

Stregt after several fect of water had rushed inbe thelr houss, Owing to the

i
L

swiftness of the current it was with difficulty thal they were taken to safelye

i
Do

i e remevirg of sany ethers who veslded in ons SLOTY deellings of shere build-

‘

ings were in danger of beirg washed awoy proved very hazerdous owing to the

“darkpess and the swlit waler. The elschric nlant wos flpoded snd the towm was
b3 . &

i

ieft in darkness wiich considera¥ly hindered the work of the rescuers during

'the early hours, Doats, rafis, ranks, end other de svices were pub in use to’

(28

', help in the rescus work. Joan Gy Spider vho assisted in reeching those in

distress durinc the sarly hours had & narrow escape when the best he nsed

upscts

Comien was fortwnabe in nob losing any human lives bul considerable

loss in live stock was suffercds Charles Rabensteln, the 1oeal mest man and

livestock desler, was probably the heavieslt loser in 1ivestock, He lost thirty
nead of hogs which averaged Lo hundred ten pounds sach, and fifteen head of
sheep which were in the stock vards ab that time. In his slawghier house south
of town several head of hops and bwe cowe were lost. J. ¥. I8fferson 1lost &
horse ¥hich was found drowned in ihe stable on South Second Street. Ire Je T
Coombs #nd his family saved their fine Holsteln cow vhich was the pride of

their household. As the water caze nesrer 1o the Cpormba? property and got

hicher, the cow shared the parl the house with the Coombs fani

Taousanis of dﬁll&m of damare wug done 3o business gimefa; buildings,
household goods, strests; and sidewslks. The placss that had the greatest
losses in & business way were J. O Snider's cement plant, Je . Parker's

poultry and produce house, Hebord Damilton's sawnill, ¥ Ts Duclwallls tobacCo
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" ‘Frank White brought basket-ball to Camden, He went to
Liberty,Ind, in the fall of 1904 to play in the band at the Fair,
The Liberty boys asked him to stay for the evenling, sa ing they

f were having a basket ball game. The game was new to frank and

é being a lover of sports, he décided to stay. The next day he -

, contacted fifteen Camden men who were willing to pool their
money for uniforms and equipment, They played among themselves
for a year and then selected a regular team composed of Henry -
Boomershine, Will Sebert, Murray Wall, Charles Neff, John White
and Frank White with Merrril Fry as referee.'

- From Anna Homsher White, July 15,1856.
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sport wes a relatively new one

On December 1h, 150L Canden spoch

gsldents
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lived on Vine Strset irv Hawilion

and reomeined without food from Tuesday
in the s ame neighborhond lived
E were along vhen the water

in 2 three story tullding

e

& Lhey rennined over £i%%y hours vithoud

» Four nundred housss destroyved gnd tro

gane caused much sxzitoment in tho tom,
fans wiilnessed the Somn’s inidial pame. This

tils time, having storded in the

-

East in

¥ % -4 T P Y iR 3 ™ :
108 4 The Jirst gawe in Gamden nade a popular i and has remsined 2 favorite
srord of the tovm over k,:*.nc:s; The shage and entrance ways of the Opere House

ﬂ-- Februsry Camden's bors

ability as baskethsi) r»lavers because ihey wmare able to dofeat the Mamd

¥ere packsd bo wateh the playizg of teo lopal leams,

toe Stars and the Stripes.

Tns audience mauvilested much enthusiasz and the game proved bodh strenuems and
interesting. The eritics praised Jehn "hite for his excepbionsl good playing.
¥le placed some apparently impossidble godls; some pleys thot the profesaionsl
rlayers of the East would hardly expect %o moke.’ Frank ¥aite, Glenn Fernshell,
¥i1l Sebert, John Yhile, Murrsy ¥all, L. s Parnetd, Charles heff, Ed leCriff,

. Savis, Tlay leppy mren Laslis ad George :l:.ﬁlﬁi*s wore ihose tho

| rlayed, They all pleyed guile well considering they nad just taken up the

(E g&m.lg

were feeling very confident aboul thely

University

gl Preble County News, oD c,,a."ru, Harch 21, 12133 April 3, 15133 Anril

» 12133 April 17, AGide

Toids, December 15, 190ks
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basketball team by a score of 2k = 94 A% this game the audience was the largest
and most appreciative of any thet had atiended that winter, The pame was & very
tlean one with only five fouls called; two against Wawi and three against
Canden, The resuli of the pame was nore of a supriee to the collegians than

to the Canden tean. Really the suecess of the local tean was aquite phenomenal

considering the short time they had p E%ﬁ.m Camden plavers a%rmtﬁd hen-

selves and 't’zsf}::- concelt was Imotked out the following week when they scheduled
& mane with Handilton High Zehool vhio had twice boen state champions, The local
players Ywere obliped to drew in fhiweir chesis after an awful harruping adsnine
istered by Mamilton.® The visitors piled up 31 acainst 7. The cane WRE 8
"beaut®, The "yelling crowd had the rare pleasure of witnessing both a fool-
ball game and a prise fight, al) for one admission.® The boys from Dotler
storted to pley a nice clean game, bub some of the members of the Canden team
wanted & "rouzh house® so they Bad it, to their sorrow. The heisht of rowdy=
ism was reveazled in the second half whenone of the Camden players deliberately
threw the ball into the face of one of the Haxilioniens. The mosh redeesing
foatures of the game wos the larce crowmd m«eseﬁ,,m Basketball througheud
the year had followed much of the sawe pattern, dJust when a tean has become
very egolistical and has the feeling there is none boiter their epo is de-
flatad by fallinp to defeate. Alse tempers stay even vhen a pood tean is wine
ning, tub it has often seemed herd to love sracefully,

The following winter alter the boys introduced the game of basletball
imto Corden, the girls made thelr initizl verbure intoe the sport. The Pimst

zame ves played in Felrruary, 1900 bebtween two locyl teans, The Reds were

13 Thid., February 9, 1905,
}“h md#’ 29%31‘11&?;; 153 2—-&{3»”
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composed of ieme Loop, FYdna Berbtsch, Crace flhristie, Katiryn Perkins, and
Gertie Pishery the Yhites, Edna iklhrisile, Flla Gillman, Sade Vhite, Blenche

%

¥hite, and MYaude Parmet. The opening game was well abiended and proved guite
interesting to o1l the onlockers.t? Their fiws % publle srnpasrance szeinst an
outmof-tomn tean wag in March vhen Iiberty, Indiana and Camden messured

ﬁ*e:«.g Hiﬁ was a beantiful contest with meny exeitine climewes ¥Woich lhepd

e o

the nervous ?,e::swza of ths speciators keyed up to a high piteh throurhoud the
= = P =

rane®s  The Hoosler Villarsere wenit home wlth the lavurels, but Cemden's girls,
Ella &ilInan, Gertle Fisher, Crace lcChristie, Edna Molhristie, and Arlle

Horten, made a fine showlng in soite of the fach that Liberty had the advanbage
of two years experianca}é

“landis Dgy® or "Eenesaw Nountain Landis Day" whiich was obsorved in
Comden on September 19, 1907 was & real Red letter Day for the villaze. The

morappental assessment of £29,000,000 srainst the Siendard DI1 Cempany had

czused Judge Kenssaw Landis o become notoricusly well known, The Judps was

invited to Caxden as ths guest of honor of the 35th C,V.T., Becimental Associse
tion vhich held its awmsl reunion in the willage 1“ this rartieular year,

This M;z:*zn* wes 2 famous ene which had been organized in TJemilion on furust
20y 1261 Yy Genoral Fred Tenderveer, The father of the preat iweist, Dr,
ébré’f‘mf is Tandis was the rerimental mw"esml? &t the batile of Yernasmy
Tomabedn the pumrgecn haod hlz leg shatiorsd Wy 5 tuslve peund capnon ball, Thad

was how The Judge received his veciliar name.

Judge Lendle arrived in Comden for the rewnion on the ten~thirty train

- from Cincinrsti sccommenied Y a brother, Dr. Frank Landiz. 4 little latep

15 Ibid., Februery 23, 1905,
15 Trid., ?’&‘e‘?z 16, , 1505



another brother, Congressman Charles Lardis, from Delphi, Indlana, arrived
on the nexiirain from the Peste Judge landis, wmindful of the throng &b the
depoly gave his Hoosier brother s big hus of welcome, “eaded by the Eaton
Band, a Hadlbon Drum Corp, and the labler's regimental colores, the crowd of
veterane which had arrived on the two troing marched o the Town Hall where

the reunion opened at elsven nlclock,

The town wes paily decorated, school was disnlased, and hundreds of
peovle turned out to do honor to the towmts dlstingulshed visiters, Just as
Judze Lan2ip sterted tr spead some over enthusiastic admirer ir the audiencs
babhled sompthing about Standard 0iles Immediately s from spread over the
countenance of the man who had hended oud the fine wiich showed the displessure
at ihe reference, Yot only the Jurisi but also Congresssman Landis snoke to
the surviving mevbers of hig fetherts old regiment, 1% was certeiniy & gzle
dgy for the veberasns of Camden and soulbwestern Chaio not only te be able to
share amd relste thelir old experdences but alseo to listen the son of the
doctor ¥ho had zmeant so mch bo thelr regiment. The towms vpeople thorowshly

»

enjoyed secing a fracwent of s Oivil "ar Regiment besides having the opporbunity
of mpeting the Landis bhrothers vho had beocome fo well kr .,‘,,3'8
Another exciting day but ol a pleasent ome occouxred in July, 190%. On
Mondey alternoon, July 17, ghout three oVolock Camden wez visited by 2 tornade
which destreved himdreds of velnahle shede ¥rees; rewoving many b the roots,
-

On Hain Strest it destroyed the Ifrass work of e Fry residence., DUvon reaching

the sdre of town it mm;ﬁéz? 1y demnlished 2 fobaces ghed and two baeng on the

%

- Coon: place, 2V e E, J. Thores form i3 romoved $wm berns Srop thelir foundse

tiong, 4g 1t went ovor Feairacunt Cemetery it tossed larpe tovbstonss fyom

8 g, » Sertember 26, 1907,
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thelr Soundetion as thourh they wyars epr shells, On David Plercels farm 3

tobaces fhed was desdmyed but here Lhe forge of the wind szamed te bresi,

i
:

ere the tornade eppeared to venbt 1is raze on Es d, Thares, Aside fron the

damare to his farn it breke 2 lerce plabe glass window In hic Deperisent

o

*

Bhore, It alse gveritooh MW, Pharen ond hls son Proce o the roed vesr the

Piarce farm. The sborm ezrried the hovse, bugry, and cccupenmbs several yards

o~

r:c’i 7%,,\’3&\ t“e"ﬁ 3&;22;?’ in a corn 2ield,

Ed boe e . » E-4 " 7%
ATber the storm seversl siresls wers ispasssble. The peopls of tom

gport the next day in yemoving trees and limbs which had blocked streets.
Damare done ir Someyville 2nd Seven Hle wop equelly as great. 4 Comden mang

Richard Parker, had z vory umsual bot unpleasant exverience nesr Seven Hle

durirs the formado, He was %horee =iles north of $hat towm in a rig in 2 fune

aral proceesion when the bernade sbruck. Horses, rigs, and ocouponis were
meled graingt the fonsez, The rics were totally demclizhed, ths horses

niured, Yut the twenty or mere tersons all escaped uninjured. The hearse

ad irmedicte fanily exeoped the toynode pobh but then Yher reathed the
2 3 L -
conchkery o ball of lightning strueck a lergs wolmt tree and Imeghked the horses

to the croond, ﬂmée from the ghock they were ?3@3?:6@;19
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22, 191h, Thir tire it wes not 2 tornade ot a blizzerd thet wrs unequaled

0 2rve Ehet the #ldew gitioess eauld peoall.  Spodsy mornive onered with soringe
like weother mt by noon thers ceme a sundden drop in the tewperature, P late

afternnen 14 war bitterly enld and br nighi thers came guite wnerpectedly 2

P Yopday morrding many plates glong the roads snow
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vas tmelve to [ifteen fest For p fer dgye business, sch and worl,

19 Inid,, July 1%, 1907,
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on & hundred acre farm ab Dack Tope @ west of Cemden, and Tlwoond

20 Ivid., February 26, 191k

2 ol q o 2 el 13 i e, A1 e
21 fnie plizzerd was experienced by the suther,
2% Tt 4s anid predine tn the 4eles that are discussed in front of

: Devil's Back Hone at cne time was

he 2., T the Maxs,

to leave thelir homes they left

. thet the buelsl mound in whab
is now Dack Done, wes nob to be touched on pain of desths In this mound, it is
wiispered, recoce ths decaylnp bones of the tribets royaliy and a1l thelr equip-
ment that they are suppesed bo tske with them to the Hapry Hunting Uroumds. The
legend tells thal every vear the Indlans send back a scoub vho goes over the
ground to see if the doscorsting touch of the white man has disturbed the ape-
0ld sleevers ¥ 1lie in the hills, Should they ever find that a bone has been
removed or & grave bothered, retribubtion will be swifi end merciless. then
geveral years agp, an old hermib, living on the sdge of Back Bone,; was murdered
at shout the time of year the Indian scoubs are supposed {o appear, it was told
thet he had plowed up an Indian grave and tuls was his ponishusent. Thip was
written by Clarton Pryer in an article which sppesred in the Dayton Dally Fews,
Dotober 3) 3—9?{}0
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4

Levis froquently sorked for hime Davis claimed he leased the fara fop 1932
and 1913 when Bourne suppossdly left for the South. r, Davis revorted that
Bourne preturned in the f£all on 2 vieit and stated thet he wes enployed 28 an
engineey with & southern lumbey company, He hed ne elose frlends and ittle

was Imown of his personal affeirs. David s2id thob he never disclosed ihe na

of the compary with whom he was emrloved, nor the location excorting thet it

was In llssissippi.  He had few confidendial friends znd nothlng strance had
been thought of the fact thet he had not heen heard of for fourteen mentbhs,

iis continued absence finally cassed the reighbors to fear that some aceident
might have befaller him end the motier wes talked aboubt & grest dezl, especizlly
after lwood Davis received the following letter postmarked =t Henilton:

{ Eazilton, Ohio

¥ge found naswe on letier, we bin Hamilton three mesks. 5o we ooing

£y o 2

P I s 7 B SR A S P sy p . Freet Daan Elemmgn e rneendeders o Ee o e Tngn
DOUTY g Caz fes ¢ b SOanDGe 48

z back Itily., dont look for him, wmes

(=3

el iaia s ida il ORI

PSRRI [ NE £ RSUE S B LA S IS &

wag rob of whist he hed. wen o

PO .
!t omd ey 3y
SREILEL Tl oy Lanille

DRI b R G A SO T T S
: 1«:&’}.43 A chy uuhfﬁa‘; 2te

o

A
1
‘e g1l

is dead so I not YOou Wy names
Hoth of theoe letters vere postmarked at Hamilton and were enclosed
in Govermment stawped envelopes purchased in Hamilbon, Hay 93 , 1913, at
7230 a.ms It wes afterward learned thet Davis was in Hanilten on tuls date,
having 1eft Camden on an early train and returned atb noon. He was then
suspected of writing the letters. John Dourne filed an sffidevit erzinst
him charging hin with surder. He was oromptly arrested by Sherlff id Verts

and placed in the goundty 3ails David professed his innocence and dended
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te the open porch on the west side of the house where it wes 1d iontlified by
scores of people as the remains of Frank Bourne. It was evident from the state
of detericration, anxd the facht that siglks from last year rts oron of corn wore
directly over the body, that it had 3’»::*:& bopied fhere reme Rime previous do
gorn planting in the spring of 1912,

Sheriff Yertz i*med:a.atek* went for Davis and when shown the doad body

ard gsted 4T thah were Bourne, he rever flinched bub replied that it lonked
V4ve Frenk bo hime After the covoner srrived in gorjunction with Drs,

%fcﬁzeangj’ evd Hemeher nf Cgnden, on examination of the body wes made, The
3
nost norten revealed 2 feaeture of the skull in the beal nart of the hopde
e miece of indented shull, which was removed, would indicste Pron thoe shape
= 1 e 4

] and gize that Bourne had besn strck a terrific blow 3r the heck of the head

2 S & E £ o 3 - E e N
w8 the buit of 2n axe while lying upon his face, Yelghbors geid that he
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been dropped into the hole vhich was aboul b

-1 & . ] - ] %oy ; oy A% ”
with dirt, ne brx being used. A peouliar hing aboud the sned wos thed anyuns

pagging alons the roed, Avivine oant world, 4F he had lonked sbreichl shead,
have had his syes focused directly wpom 34, Taix iwxdlented that the Mering

of the prave zod the interment ook place after nights

23 De, D, ¥, Helumen come from Dayiton do Camden Yo pracil
z.,f;’ me <naries C. Joness e sbaried “z:xs m“
hich was Tnesbed an the f-“"‘::ﬂ now acm;r*z,@'* by 4 i
3 re Lurton Dunban’s mve {now kmoen a:’: *ws Irw
e hooen) end there he Mived wntil his desth in 1930, Dr, Mefueen
& partner with Dre Ferguson until e latterts destl in 1010, Dr. loluee
25 p yory fine vhvsician snd he served the commnity well ard willingls 7y m%il
smltiple sclerosia almost bolally incapacitated hin a few years belore .eis
death, Freble Conntv YNews, ©ne. Cib., Aacust 16, 1933,




o 213 -

circunstantd Ly~tWo yesr old

gnlr B0 celared Lis

AN B0

inrocente, and clung

insisted thet e
L A% ot 33 T A . a 3 'S
cEinrities wars unotle So lozzte ary evidence of Bourne
b o 2 s L mmenta £

iz zlne derded the outhorship ol the

5

the othor ¥hich was mailed oo John f,as::mm

of rzg coarpel

B et md
e W PORRS R

. % .3 % e € - o W A ey i 3 o ode s )
5 oh vhigh hisd the proesrancs of Llond and wundernssat oEY van 8

VournSs
- . ~ A
Hhe frigl vrocresce

srectalorss.

w‘wé*n -t:.«r.« > L’;E{~u%

P + . J Y PR TR WO 2 o] 4
SO LT VOPCLCY DX LAY Ti mACST LLT8Y
3 - e B R EYar & R Pirxrd
aerres oo -‘32’1&3’&;52& imothe Ll ot J&ﬂfﬁmﬁéﬁ"ﬁhgwmtﬁ 10T mRTO e LEVIE

4 -y T3 e S PN E A LY, B ] 2
received the verdict with mneoncern, Jost uhe 28 he did Lree
2% > "oe ., NN 2 - % G
e Srial, There wes not B oulvoer or belraring evidence

-3 sy et A T ~
would indicate a narticlie of

the Aurvis
the Sury

LU

the v’?“'IL gaitizhng

. £ 3 2 P G Y - 2 s
of the jury and zeveral oifner persons

5y 19133 June

i .
<4 fre Preble County Nove, TTis ﬁi”éa, Hay 29, 19133 June d
3 j g 3&(:133

)
. = s ] = et A f‘»‘ " %) Tt ey ¥ <
ne 1%, 191308 éu4¢ 3 “,1,; Ogtober 23, 19233 October 3

ford
e
P
0
P’
‘o:
o
E




Febru

marys 17
Varden, was

“yillege mars

Bentor and hils family and Line

crn the nremises

e gon e Pl S
UOLY Do e

&8 directinn

Meelny

: .
B
B P iary Ve

3 LI N RN £
22 vhen & promipent cliizon, lobert H.

S vy (34 I | oo, 48, e A -
shot from ambushe Hpy Harshall sccomparded rFrank

T2 % .
Zoberte,

‘e o, B Tlamenn g, e de
shal, Czmden to zreest Hrmest

w Larn in meesbtion and called =t the

wend

4 -
SorTLLma

wvired feet spart, w

% 5 4.3
o L et A
runrdng with ¢

e - *¥, . 3 e LI - ‘h:(‘*l"s . 58 & T P
Poboert Harshall had baon ed instanily
& - 3.3 BT
» in his meuth, sleyer

Efter clossly

Minmv;iﬂ r.“f "; mﬁ

B - S S . § 2 "
Shuey who imsedistely pave 2

of people on the scene.

huagband had

and another man

tre hollow of & tres root nesrby. fpparently ..
m

£ Y- 5. 3 - T 2w 4 2 A o 2., gosm . 3
followed the ipschs of the fleeing man and the other ono lgy in

rsﬂP £ 7y pon

e S0 &

1ilelses body of his fellow officer,

arts hurried to the r %ellsr and notified dayer

zengral Soon there wan 8 large gathering

¥ith

arehall Boherts thev checked

*

the escape of Mrz., Benbon and

B

L e

the

Sren.  Yrs, Derton stabed

killed ¥p, Marshall mistaldng him ©

immedistely left in an avtomebiles The orime cresbed, among




I ooy “ard.a 2 y
there was 134481 doubd

oudd heve stained 3w history of Preble County had

slternosr or gvend

the slayer beexn cap They ewwessed their feele

ings by demolishing the windews in the house,

>y oum 2 raid on the forn disclosed 2

s e SA KD

[AREEY g B3
£ LOW BoTULE

daath of %,

i
i
1
H

< P kg .4
in addition

w Parvkon

nishad mrodus

HESEREF

: % ia g e e S SR | L2 2%
wae under the izoros nare sesrching Por this oiild
B ogien AN g 5 g de e AT
TLED WIRY VIBLLEL L.
T 4 o P Tt ™ . LS. i e il - 5
Senton was & notive of Friell Counity, Tenbushy, noved 4o the

hrahnl morders s wos revorded

Iine fero only

o Y R4 -  J TN
nopreerized rane vhich

i Es £ E  re e
+ e & & i “

to hove beon one of

o animal 1ife

£ 8—2}3 }»n%"{ T ogan (}:q-{w‘,ﬂr,:{u
LS e 2250 WAL t] R

and a lover of 31l oubdoor sooris, e wes & experd marksman ard it wez freely

L 3 2 2
BYTGRET NI CoMVICTULON.

R Y L e + 3 e
Lentuclky, ond were naver apprehended,

e TR guys Do e 1 oy s s | et 14 ot
Tae Line fara was in an oub=ol-wm nlace and rsther AfMeudt $o readh.

=sst o8 Yw Caonden-liamilbon rike. The place is

Tt wan possilly &



- 25 -

emld 4o have guite & hisbory for tracedies. A man nzmed Beadty killed himself
there following the Clvil ¥ar while brooding over the desth of his son in the
war. In 1887 Herberi Howard wie fourd murdered on the fars, 2 tragedy shich
$o this day has rossined & systerye?>

Blisgerds snd tornadees and murders are ouite memorable bub meny of

¢ memories are most unplessant ones, Bud in 1933 Camden had 2 m}: xim
ﬁ%h%lﬁas%g e@m‘i&zmxg &mﬁ #éswiatmﬁa# ™is was the wask ﬁf‘ ﬁm Wﬁw
pst celebration every witnessed in Casden. It was the towm's centennisl lmown
gz Camjen's Cantermial 24 Yome Coming. This was goomeoyed by the Camden
Progyes
fhe humdre

sive Tlub, & locsl service orgenizetion, The big selebration comsenorated

13h anmiversary of ingorporaiion of the town whisgh wes then knowm ap
Fevwtonhe
¥ith the explosion of bombs Cgmden's big Centennial and Home Coming was

| opened on Honday, August lhy 1533, with hundreds of people on the Grade Sehesd
| grousds. Mayor . Taylor delivered tue address of welcoms following the pro=
| pentation spesth by Ablorney John Xirscofe. Congressman Byron Harlan of iha
Tolrd Onie Congressiongl Distriet came from Dayton and gave & very interesiing
talk., Be was scheduled to spesk on Thursday night but he had received an
unsxpected call b0 Fasaingbon which gompslled him to spsak earlisr in the week,
765@9&5&:‘3&1 Aerlan pald tridute o former well Imown Comden cliisens with
srealal menblon of the 1sbe Uilbert loxy father of feraer Uoverncr Janes U.
Cox, and #leo of the late O, Ts Corson, nationally known mﬁx&aa%ﬂﬁé
During the six deye of eslebrating there wus every conveivable kind
" of entertuinment on the ¥idwey including verious rides, shows and booths for

25 Preble Gfmmtg News, ops Sibe, Febwusmry 2, 1922,
25 Ihﬁ.ﬁg; &I"m }«5} }333*
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young and olds The morchanis! exhibli tend was & vary stlraciive feature en
the greunds end the band concert given sach svening Wy leu Herzenbash's
Conden Pand atiractsd many ;ﬁa;zeﬁ Perhaps the one feature thal drvew ihs
nost atbtention a1l week was the Hocking Chaiy Marathen which staried Vonday
night with Towrteen entriess People came to town and flocked arcund the

Barathen platform a1l times of the day and nighi o ses Wio a8 s3LLL yockinge ’
Tn 2d3tion to an attractive prize, the contestanis were «dl intaresied i.n
remuaining in the contest because they wore il boarded at the expense of the
Progressive Club, Al fouwrbeen endured the tiresoms hours gnd the ¢hilly
nizht 2ir of ¥onday but by late Tuesday three haddrepped cut. Early Fednesday
morning Jares Sehull fe11 sound aslesp and stopped recking so he was mo longer

-1 mmmmiﬁ Sy Friday only four of the origingl contesbants were still

in the Harathon. However, esrly Seturday morning Bernice Dearth of Camden and
1i114an ¥rers of Winchester, Indiang, withdvew which left ifrs, Mary Reot and

 her brother, Chester Price, The two srranged 8 ¢ompromise in the division of

the prize money and Price dropped vut of the combest bebween six and seven
elelock Sgturdsry evening. Mrs, Root contimued on to bresk the recerd by rocke
ire ome hundred twenty-twe hours &nd fifteen minubes. The wrld's reserd st
thet tine was one hundred twenty-one howrs, Mrss Hoot wes glad tole the winner
ge she was a widow with seven children,®?

Fach eveninz there was & plamed contest or iwe o give added xes? To
the telebration, Tuseday's speciszl night festures were the so8p box rage and

the pie eating contesi, Jacqueline Sfma}.w,aﬂ won first prize in the ple

-y

27 isim

§8 Tide, Angust 15, 1933,

29 Tnid,, August 2l, 1933.

30 Jacqueline Overaclser, the dasughiter of He Qs DOverholser; was a
ocel schanol girle
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ealing contest In ertroes under twelve years of ages Jac wus & sight aftey
the contest Por 1%t wes blackberry ple which she ate, but she won 2 fine scoobere
Bob Heindl was s1s0 covered win vie when the conmbest wes over hub he wecsived
& fire bassball for taling part in the contest., The somp bux race was the

- ¥streex® of the evening, There wore three entriss and each driver had an

assistant, The eash prize was won by Elbert Doty vith Oharles Flowers3? as

helper, %e trapedy of the event was faced by Hobert Fonts with Roberd Yein
zs helper when thelr sar srecked,

Wednesdey nmightls attraction was the Mard! Gras, One of the largest
srowds ever seen in Ozuden Joindd iIn the spirit of the Merdi Oras and made
rmerry wntll 3 late hour. Secores of people appeared masked on the cenbennial

grounds, Costumes of svery inszinmy strle ¢ould be seen as individuxls amd
gronns am‘b@ﬁ for the various mrizses. The pegbers of the lelbts Theta Tm

Sorerity apreared 23 one large family and wos the most amusing grow on the
grounda, They won 2 prize for the lergest faxily in addition to seversl
Individusl priges by their mh&m.% Ap 8 guvcess the ¥Yardl Gres wes far
heyond expoctation, zrd New Orleans "had nothing® on Cemden and ite centennisl
vieltors, Besides the Yard! Oras other attrsctions for Vednesday nighiere
the rail driving contest for ladies, the sack race and the bioycle race,35

| Other highlights for the remainder of the weck intluvded & fars and

home produce exhibil; o chicken chase for ladles, = gressed pole climbing

31 Bob Hetm vas 8 locsl sehonl boy,
32 mberg Doty and Charlss ﬁmrs were Canden boys.
33 Preble Counby Fows, oo, eit., fugust 16, 1933,
1an, & local sehool t«am & menber of Delta Theia
Tau, won 'i:m y&*m for hey sosburing.wihe most Mfz and the fatbest lady,
Freble County News, ope Sit., dugnst 17, 1933
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cortest, ard & gresee plz contests The pdg mppavertly ves @ ped wd Earl Dillen”
experienced but Lttle troulle In caplurirg the Tporker®, Toe pet and aniique
parade wes probibly one of the nmont inbevesting ard smusing festures of the
centennial celebration, vhe porale formed &t 3100 o'glock, headed by Hgyor O

¥, Tarlor and Teu Sterserbach®s band, In the parade were ancient buggieos,

014 covered wagons, sitraciive floats, dogs of meny ¥inds, fine ponies, u pair

of zebras, a goat and oard, and pany othey aninsl attractions.

Peorie atiendnd the Centennlzl from all the nelghboring towns in the
couwnty, 28 well as other ncarty citles such as Richaond, Pzybon, Taxdlion,
feford and WéNebown, Tagh averdng the crovds seexsd fo ingressc. Seburday

nizhits sttendones wos the larpest of the woek, estimsted 8f fen Lhousend.

T van belleved b mevy thet theve were beb

bewen thivty and forty thonsand
%ﬁi& et rigited Cader duriwg the ammiverssiyw el 3T

e Preble Dounty Fews was very instrumental in helping to sbbract
mery pecrie s town. Bach day of the Tentenvdal R paper war pullished giving
nistorical skelches of Casdor's veriows musiness, industrizl plants and
institetlors, a5 well s telling of evenis of the previsus day am! he goming

ttpactions. Bvery resident of Camden received by carrier s dally oopy of

the Centernis] Fdition, Since this gale affairs the Club has held av swual
Yome Coming Uelebration Tt nane hap ever had sueh elaborete plans nor has
any ever sibracted such wide aliention.

Throughout the niseteenth centuxy Saxder was very forbtunate in having

bub, vers Tov serions Plves snd the flre losz wap 2lways kept si 2 lovw marks

3’5 Earl m"thm was & local carpenter and sontrackor in Cendon,
37 Toe Preble 55 S ity August 2hy 12334
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&8 tae lote wineties. In the £811 of 1802 fire breske oub in & bovn in the
resr of Joshua Uevard's seloonad? Tlapes comsumed the building soounied Yy
Homard, 2 saloon on the 3@;&, ard a8 seghlion of the Arlington Holel., In the
Iuie nineiies, the Prebls Touse, 37 one of the lerpest bulldinpe in Canden,

was destreyed by fire.

Canden, during the Iwentleth cevtury, has had seversl very destruttive

fires. & very distresging evend ocourred op Decenber 4, 1930 vhenm 3 ¢

Boy, lester Cerdrer, lost his life In a goctly fire and the entlire norihsast
section of fown yag threatened, Thres oll lanks of fhe F. M Tood and Ben
Bulk Stetiens near e Pennsylvanis Esllrosd Stallon wers destroyed hy fire.
In additior do ihe loss of & 1ife, Tood znd Bon sulfersd a property Yess of
eporoximately sight thousand dollars, The flre is zlleged to have started

£roz the yesull of lsaving & puxp in epersaiing while filling one of the Bulk

¥

-ghetien tasus fres a2 ¢ur on ¥e Perngrlvenls siding, Jobn ¥ilson, 2 Osaden

gitizen, noticed the tank was overllewing and wes pondering whather or not

o ghud 1% off waen lester Gerdner, £n exployes, arvived. Lester hastened

in ard ehud off tae molore 71 Is believed thet this caused 5 spark fow in

gn fngtent the pib surreunding the Senle wee In 8 moss of flsmes and Oardrert's
wparing apparel wse ob fires. Jelp coon came B0 the unfovtunats aant's rescue
but Gercner's body ®35 erTibly burmed before he was ramoved from e Tt

Ee was rushed to the Tort Eoailior hesnitel but waz so badly busmed thet he

disd s next dgye

, 3% fowerdfs ssloon wes located where the Frown end MeKes Furnitove
Blere is now located, ,
39 7Ths Prebls douse war & hotel logabed vhere the Nasonie Tesple now
stamdss The hoelliding hed been erectod in 1846 Yy Payre and Pothergers It
1870 it was scld te S, J, Danver and afterward krown as the Daneser Housss

DO GEE: o
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The fire which dasteeved the three tents a% the buTk siation sberted
ghorkly before B0D e'elock in the morning smd 1t w3 noon before the flames
wore sxiingudshed, mmmw thivtyfive thousand Pellens of gasoline
and ten thousend gallons of eosl sil were comsymad in the fire. fz the oll
tanks imptted and burst imto flames, there was ro conersl explosicn. Tais
w2z balieved o have been prew

ntad by the darks Being Di1led to thelr capaciiy.

Dnly miner explesions were noticeshle, Had the large tanks expleded, as people
thought would happen, gagoline weuld prebably havs bsen eprayed to a1l nearby
bulldings causing & wuch more onetly fire, A retaining wall just completed
around the banks slso plaved 2 promiment pert in preventing the flawing &
from ppresding o other dulldings. The commmity fire trucks fron Gratis and

Eaton ware sarly on the scene and rendered wonderful assieteonce bo the locgl

fire deparbasnt in preventing = perious syresd of the ﬁﬁ.iﬁ?

reone yoars later on ingast 8 1951, the Weod DIl Company sallersd

gnoiher severe less on the same prenmises then thelir entize balk plant wus

destroyed by firve. 4 five in the pusp statlon, belleved to have started frem

lighiming during an electricsl mborn, soresd 4o a tank of Ethyl gasoling

which exploded and turmed the bulk plant into a Blazing infermo, Five tanks,
sontaining over thirty thoused pallens of gamoline ard belrean bwlve ad
£ifteen thoussnd gallens of kerosene, Wazed irts the alr for over eight houwrd
a8 Tivemsn from Camden; Feton, 8nd Oratie feucht soursgecusly %o fonllne The
Fire to the bulk plant. lesses wmre estimsted by the gemer to be in exeess

of £ifty thopsand dollars, FLftr men from the three fire companles did o grawd

" 30b in gonfining the fire to $he oil company propertys The resident properties

ho Tne Preble Cowrty ¥ews, oPe Cite, Decexmder 11, 19




of s, Jenes Uringlend,

: Commany, Termurivenis Deool,
1% bk wpeen anved Y $he Dire
Tne fellewing weer Deden was the séone of dnother large Plgg which
destroved 8 20 0, oyein elevetrr ™o Ypos was reported 4o have sxceoded
& hundred thouvsend dallars. The friction frenm e beld wns helloved 4o heve
i
“Besn The gpuns of the firg thol started Ir the glevstor sboulb 2130 2.3. on B
pornine of Septenber 83, 1077, The Mre was dissovered Yy twe enployees wio
f were unlesding eorn ool a8 levatop, Thoy lmediotely sumoned the la
grd Somers Tovhehip Pire Deportaent thich bstiled the flve wrdil tre folliowing
pocne Soe lpefl flremsn were aswlished by the Tebon Fire Dessrlosph. Tor
L opeerdy an heur the Dirve seered Yo mmolder in the urser tower of e nild,
Firemen threw severs] streams of eoter o tha uvrer nark of e shruchurs,
H
Yot were handicapred by 1is he 2 3130
| laws arst Through e woef of e 70 5L, tower ad goor gpresd Yo pthar
H130 pem. e mil) ver covpietely
: g0 intonze it ienited
nearhy vef lread ties, telapra-h noles, and scorshed the front of & recidenes
traing mere re-roubed sver the L, & O, roil-
rort track Tor ceveral him vas knovked
ot by Le blaze, 3
Cenden, in 1955, had annther cosily fire when the South Side Tamber
fompery was mrtl2lly destroyeds  Harch 32, sbhoud T10E peme, Tilher Towndley,
2;3' i:é, &;;Li’;’ii; “ﬁs 3.“‘#1
L2 Tis elevalor was 1ossted on South Hain Siveos near the ?aam;’*vm
erossing. -4 ﬁ's&% ballt in the early 1500% Yy 2 grow of locel farmevw and wig
mz‘wwmmﬁn Farmars’ mmw. In later wears Lt bacams knowm
B5 Lhe bemden Flour Mill awd wup operalsd by B L;fm i the time of the
fire dlw elevebor was owned Ly Yo, & Hiehasel Tarr of Coluubus and was used to
mapufacture products mede £roz corn cebss Freble Gounby Hews; ops Sllea
Septenber 25, 19;»2‘ .
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Fard

vho resided om Soulh Tafayetie Direst rear the Lumber Comparny, first wied

the Ylaze and tuwrmed iz‘“ e alevme  The fire had Troken pub in Hhe front affics
ad Wy e time 1% was I gt seer 1t hat zaired considers™le hesdudy. & hig
wind farmed the Slame ard 4% avrozred as 17 the epbire hullding and 211 iis
conterts womld he destroyeds Tn 82dition to the Cewden and Somers Tomstip

Fipe Deworbrert, trucks from Balon, Collsze Corner, Someryille 2nd Cratis
; s 3 3

mere onlled to the scene to 2id the Casden firemen slihough The lovel fire

comnary had the Flaze under corirsl befors the neirhboring trucks arriveds

s pPfises waoms were heerily fazaged and the contents, ingluding tools,

sptinery, naink, doors, and rocfing were 2 tomplete lose. Portunsiely he
o F ¥ - | (s Y o

-

Tunher gnd rezr bulldings were £11 ssved bub revertheless damags was eatbizzied

4 he bebwesn tesntreTive ftheussnd and Phirly fhoneand ééi‘},aaﬁ:g*ﬁi

™ aheve ircidents heave Beon norroted bo ghow thel eves ourh the

14%e of the averace Cemlen|citizen might seon very humirum $o an oubslder,

»

there were sxciting and hapoy events, sz well as &etorbing and oposbiing ones

b

o

syor the vears., Hoy of the cheerful 2nd Slsrsardt hamcenings hav
& t 4 & ~ e

&

SBar

Sov 4o people in pther comwmniiles, lsrge oF

%3

sirilzse 35 these which bropght
gnall, in a1l perts of cur lande Too, The disburbing incidents are of W
natue that made for similor hendline meterisl In the loocul and cify papsTSs
e vosris of the town were pever hippy aboul sueh hegperdngs nor proud of
them boesuse relohboriiness and frisndly relstions with fellowmen alwgys have
been a pulding force in the Tillage. Yoy this same spirlt eontinue $n live

in the heovbs of the Candenites,

3 e . . x e $FAR
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